
 
Greece in the last six years has been turned into a matrix of cold figures: 
debt to GDP, budget cuts, credit ratings or risk premium…the “evidences” to 
justify Troika’s austerity. Cold numbers that have worsened and turned 
invisible Greek people’s increasing misery. The recklessness of Troika has 
brought a humanitarian crisis represented by systematically  ignored facts:  
34 % living under the poverty line, 40.5 % of child poverty, 26 % of 
unemployment (more than 50 % among the youth), hundreds of thousands 
of homes without electricity.  
 

The newly elected Syriza government first objective is to end with the 
austerity and to restructure Greece’s debt to prioritize and safeguard Greek 
citizen’s basic needs and tackle the humanitarian crisis. During this last two 
weeks the veil of cold impersonal numbers is torn and Greek people are 
visible now for the first time in 6 years. 
 

Nonetheless, the new government is under a fierce attack by the powers 
that support austerity, these are the legion of Troika unelected bureaucrats 
now lead by Chancellor Merkel and Minister Schäuble with the support of 
the global financial markets. This is an attack on a democratic mandate, an 
attack to the rights of an entire society that has spoken up. What they want 
is crawl back to invisibility and remain quite while they do they are job 
because “there is no alternative”. 
 

This is an insult on the basic democratic freedoms; hence the right of the 
Greeks to be taken as political subjects and decides upon their future and 
the right for having a better life. The dignity and the basic democratic rights 
of 11 million EU citizens are directly threatened by the very EU that 
ostentatiously claims to be a guarantor of democracy and freedom. Without 
dignity, democracy and freedom are just empty shells with no meaning.  
 

For the sake of our democratic freedoms, for our future well-being and for a 
just Europe that respects their citizens’ rights and their welfare, let the Greek 
people have a chance! 
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